Hunter had an extensive appreciation of the literature, both past and contemporary, of his subject, as well as a precise and intimate knowledge of the finest details of human anatomy. The manuscript is in two sections, the first dealing with the description of the different structuresblood vessels, bones, muscles, glands -contained inx the human body; the second being mainly concerned with regional and functional anatomy. The final pages are devoted to the method of making museum preparations by injection, corrosion and drying. William Hunter gave two courses of lectures each year (with one exception) from 1746 until his death in 1783 and many sets of notes have survived from different periods. These, however, are apparently the earliest extant. Miss Dowd has done a good service to medical historians in making the work available in useful form. The symposium was held in memory of Professor S J Folley, perhaps the most outstanding worker of his time in the field of lactational physiology and biochemistry. The approach was a wide one, starting with two papers on the chemistry of human pituitary growth hormone (HGH) and human placental lactogen (HPL). Both note the similarity (86% of their amino acid sequence) between HGH and HPL. A further three studies, based on work with tissue cultures of human and monkey pituitaries, indicate that even in primates prolactin and growth hormone are separate chemical entities. Indeed, a-specific radioimmunoassay for human prolactin has now been developed which, together with the new in vitro bioassays also described in this volume, is of great promise for the study of prolactin levels in various clinical conditions. A good beginning is made by a report by R W Turkington on such levels in patients with galactorrhcea, pituitary tumours and gynxcomastia. Studies of blood HPL concentrations by an immunoassay method are reported by W N Spellacy, who concludes that the prognosis for the f(etus appears to be predictable from HPL values. Further papers deal with the control of prolactin secretion, its mechanism of action, comparative aspects and the ultrastructure of prolactin cells.
The volume is as impeccably edited and produced as all Ciba Foundation symposia and can be thoroughly recommended to Livingstone 1972 It is a great pleasure to see the second edition of 'Pathology of Tumours of the Oral Tissues'. It is now, of course, standard work (in an area that can hardly be said otherwise to be well illuminated) and invaluable for reference. In addition there surely cannot be any more beautifully illustrated book in the whole of pathology.
Few can be unfamiliar with this work. It should be said, however, that it fully encompasses tumours and tumourlike conditions, including cysts, of the jaws. The main changes in the second edition have been in the section on lymphomas and related neoplasms which are now more logically arranged. The section on salivary gland tumours has also been brought up to date, particularly in nomenclature. No serious criticisms of the book can reasonably be made. One would, however, have liked a more extensive exposition of the detailed histopathology of the lymphomas and their variants.
Professor Lucas is most careful not to obtrude his personal views. There is, in fact, a need for a recognized expert in a special field -as the author isto be a little more dogmatic: now and again it is valuable to offer some personal but constructive speculations upon some of the more obscure aspects of tumour pathology. This small reservation aside, one can wholeheartedly recommend this excellent book. R This workhas been extensively revised and brought up to date since the first edition was published seven years ago; the text has generally improved and a clearer, more systematic sequence of chapters has been evolved. The relevant physiology is described and a scheme of postoperative cardiac management suggested.
Each of the major clinical syndromes likely to develop in the early postoperative period following cardiac surgery is dealt with in a straightforward and informative manner; the chapter on the low cardiac output syndromes is particularly effective.
It is arguable that, in a book such as this, description of the principles underlying the assessment of acid-base balance (information which is readily available in standard texts) could be omitted to allow more detailed accounts of the clinical significance and management of acid-base disorders. A chapter devoted to the applied pharmacology of commonly used drugs would be welcome in future editions.
Mr Braimbridge and his co-authors have provided a fund of knowledge and practical guidance ostensibly for those whose clinical experience is limited, and they have therefore denied themselves the luxury of discussing the more erudite and controversial aspects of their subject. None the less, experienced clinicians may also find this work useful, as will those involved in the care of the other severely ill patients, since many of the problems described are by no means peculiar to the postoperative cardiac ward.
RICHARD H ELLIS
Modern Trends in Diseases of the Ear, Nose and Throat -2 edited by Maxwell Ellis MD MS FRCS pp x+401 illustrated £8 London: Butterworths 1972 A comparison of the chapter headings in this second edition with those of the first will give an idea of the enormous changes which have taken place in otolaryngology in recent years. The consequent task of condensing a whole wealth of information into less than 400 pages has been most successfully achieved, and this excellent book should be vital reading for all otolaryngologists and advanced students of the specialty. Inevitably some subjects have received little or no mention, and it is disappointing to find no section on the plastic and reconstructive surgery of the head and neck. There are instances where various authors' opinions appear as facts, which can be irritating where the opinion is at variance with one's own. However, taken overall this book gives a very well balanced, most interesting and reasonably comprehensive review. Berlin &c.: Springer-Verlag All eight authors of this work write from Milan, which seems to be one of the few centres in the world where the endolymphatic method of giving radiotherapy is regularly used in the treatment of malignant lymphoma. In the United Kingdom, for no very obvious reason, the technique seems to have been used mainly in the management of malignant melanoma, a type of tumour that is almost at the opposite end of the radiosensitivity spectrum. The theoretical advantage of giving radiation in this way is the hope of achieving a high dose that is strictly limited to the lymphatic system, with minimum exposure of surrounding normal tissues. But there is a great disadvantage: when the disease process blocks lymph channels, or infiltrates and enlarges lymph nodes, the very small effective range of the radiation means that there is no hope of getting an adequate dose to all involved areas.
The first chapter, containing 131 references, is a general review of the current treatment of lymphoma and is not concerned at all with endolymphatic radiotherapy. The rest of the book consists of a detailed description of no fewer than 426 patients treated by this method over an eightyear period. This is an impressive series. The results achieved are interesting, but difficult to assess. External beam radiation is often used to supplement the endolymphatic method, which the authors admit can be seen radiologically to fail in about one-third of cases treated. Good illustrations of lymphogram appearances are given. The problem of unwanted uptake of radioactivity in liver and lungs has been carefully studied. The style of writing, though by no means inferior to that of some authors who have the advantage of English as their-mother tongue, is liable to be rather thick and turgid.
T B BREWIN
Carcinoma of the Bronchus Modern Radiotherapy Series edited by Thomas J Deeley MB chB FFR DMRT pp xi+358 illustrated £7 London: Butterworths 1971 Although this is one of a series entitled 'Modern Radiotherapy', more than half of the 35 contributors are engaged in other disciplines and several radiotherapists write well on the wider issues of prevention, diagnosis and chemotherapy. Only a small part of the book is concerned with radiation techniques and there is plenty to interest physicians, surgeons and pathologists. The package includes descriptions by experts of a large number of possible aids to diagnosis and prognosis, including radiology, bronchoscopy (with colour plates), cytology, various types of biopsy, phlebography, mediastinoscopy, the finding ofmalignant cells in the blood stream, radioactive lung scans, and a 'television bronchial brushing' technique from Japan. Turning to treatment, it is not the fault of the contributors that so much of what they have to report is depressingly suitable for that mythical 'Journal of Negative Results' proposed some years ago by an anonymous writer in The Lancet. When a patient with this disease comes under our care, we often need to inject into the situation as much optimism as possible. But when we put on our scientific hats and review ther current situation, we have to admit that treatment is still making very little impact on overall survival;
